ELA Framework Information
doretta pirollo martelli, ba, mst
7th Grade English Language Arts
2017-2018
When asked, “How do you write? I invariably answer, “One word at a time.” ~Stephen King


I want to extend a warm welcome to both parents and students! Below, you will find an explanation of information needed for your child’s success in our class. Please read through the information with your child, sign, and return the bottom portion to me by Friday, September 8, 2017.
If you ever have a question, please do not hesitate to call or email. You can reach me at 856.881.7007, x5251. My email is dmartelli@wtps.org. Again, I look forward to working with you. 

ELA Structure

In our ELA classes, the structure is based on a cycle system. Each cycle is comprised of consecutive days of Reading Workshop (RW) followed by consecutive days of Writing Workshop (WW). Our new classroom furniture offers flexible seating opportunities to encourage creativity and collaboration. The additional (WRAP-Writing Reading Application Period) period per week is not considered a part of the cycle. This period will be used to strengthen and reinforce skills taught in the current ELA cycle.
Materials We MIGHT Use – I will provide all of these AS NEEDED
1. Three-ring binder 
2. Loose-leaf paper

3. Dividers (5)

4. 2 Composition books –used for the Reader/Writer notebooks
5. Pens/Pencils/Highlighters

Textbooks
Textbooks are available online; we will use Sadlier Vocabulary, Level B, and occasionally read stories from the Glencoe Literature book. Information on accessing the online textbooks will be forwarded when it’s available.
Technology 

Students will use various websites this year that enhance the skills outlined within the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. Students are expected to abide by Washington Township School District’s Acceptable Use of Technology Agreement signed at the beginning of the school year. While most sites allow us to view usernames and passwords, students are also expected to share with parents their usernames and passwords. 
Students are responsible for making sure they come to class/school prepared each day with their laptop and that it is properly charged. Students may use a USB drive to save materials and/or their One Drive. If students decide to use a USB drive, they must make sure they do not misplace or lose it. Due to the fact that each student has a One Drive and their own personal e-mail, a lost USB will not be an unacceptable excuse for missing/late work. 

Independent Reading

Independent reading is an essential component of the ELA program.  Students develop reading stamina, improve comprehension skills, and work towards mastery of reading skills and strategies through reading texts at their independent reading level. Students should be expected to read at their independent level both during class and at home. The expectation for infusing independent reading time in school and at home is 60 minutes a week in class and 60 minutes a week at home. Please encourage your child to complete the required reading.
Vocabulary Work

Vocabulary lessons will be completed each week followed by vocabulary tests. Ten-word tests are generally given every week. Although there will be various exercises to assist students with learning the vocabulary in context, parents are encouraged to review these words with their child on a daily basis. There will be a culminating assessment based on the vocabulary learned throughout the year. 
This year we are implementing a new vocabulary program and it is all digital! If you do not have Wi-Fi access, please contact me and I will make sure you have printed copies of the assignments needed.
Homework

1. Homework is expected to be completed in its entirety and submitted on time.

2. Homework must be neat and legible.

3. If a student is absent on any given day, there is an in-class file of everything that has been covered in class. Students are expected to visit the file upon return to school and submit work according to the number of days absent. If a student was absent one day, he/she should submit the work the following day. If the student was out two days, he/she has two days to submit all work, e.g. If absent on Monday and Tuesday, the student has Wednesday and Thursday to complete the work, which will be due on Friday.
4. Remember: homework is used to assess the student's learning needs!  It counts as 15% of his/her grade.  

5. Some homework assignments will be scored on quality of work and completion. Some homework assignments will be scored on accuracy. If homework is one day late, half credit (50%) will be given. Homework will NOT be accepted beyond one day late.* It is the student’s responsibility to submit late work directly to me. If I am absent, students should await my return for submission. 
      * Please call or e-mail me if there is an emergent issue.

Middle School District Wide Grading Categories and Percentages
	Category
	Weight

	Major
(Summative Unit Assessments, Published Writing, Projects)
	50%

	Minor
(Formative Assessments, Classwork, Reading/Writing Journals, Independent Reading, Writing in Response to Reading)
	35%

	Supportive
(Homework, Participation, Collaborative Work, Debates/Socratic Seminar)
	15%
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Please sign and return to 
Mrs. Martelli by September 8, 2017.
